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Workforce housing debate 
moves off the backv burner 

r Oiscussions on growth, 
master plans puts housing 

crisis in the spotlight 

BY JANEL DAVIS ' 

STAFF WRTrIfR 

When Gwntv Gmcihan Steven 
k Silverman proposed including afford- 
able housing in s . ~  d~ve lnp~r~ents  
around Metro star~onslasr year, tTlc plan 
wa5 sidrlind wl~ile fair houqing, pm- 
scription drug rrirnwnation anrl wen 
pandcrnic flu took the sptlI@n 

Lntcly, Silvcrmnn's proposal - 
aIthorrgh not alwavs specrflcally 
n~entlrrtwd - is resirfacing in cnun- 
cil discussions on iswes ranging 
From health care tn whnoh h~ t h ~  
crjuntp'r popl~latinn grr>ws, so does 
thencod for alTordablc housing. 

"\"rit?at's clr~ar i~ that W&T got a 
workfnrtelmidd!e clas.; housmg crisis 
in tht. counry.' sad Nlveman (13-At 
Iqc )  ni Silvrr Spr,ng md a comv 
execufiw candidate. '?his i q  only a 
piece ta)  matt middle cluss h o t ~ ~ i n g  in 
Xlontgi)mey Cr>unf,: Thcre i~ no pro- 
gram tho! ~ r j l l  crraterhousands ofmid- 
dle class u n ~ t s  in h e  county, hut that 
doesn't mean that that w don't fy." 

Unrler Srlverman'q prnpn~al .  
developers would t)c reqt~ired tn 
m a k ~  I0 pcrcpnt of units In new 
developmentr: around XIetro sta- 
tions available for worHorcc hous- 
ing, i~~tendcii for teachers, police, 
firefight~rs and n u w s  whn rznnot 
aflorcl to buy nr rent in the county. 
'l'he plnn is wen as a way of mdunl- 
1y inrrrasing ths stock nf aftor!abfp 
hous~ng unir~, rnthr~ thdn h~~iltling ' 

or hilving them, a$ is  cEone now. 
I l i t .  plan rlrres not ~nclurica der 

1 '  honuses For developers to incl~ 
the lower-priced units. 

Worldorcc housing IS d m i ~ e d .  .. 
two wnrhng add@ wlm earn I e h e n  
80 ppscent and 120 percent of t h ~  
q$oni mebriin annual income - nr 
betwccn $50,(HK) and S190,(KW) a ymr. 
In Mnntgomrry Cnunty, mdian annu- 
al income for a family of fnur i.; 589.M): 
ur k I . i M O  for a m - p m o n  houcpho!ti. 
Families muEd affnrd vnits pricerl 
ihehmn $1 8n.lHM and S750,IMM. 

"The housing would augment 
units already huilt under county's 
hloclemtelv Priced ~ ~ c l h g  Ilnit pro- 
p m ,  who- income requlrumenfs 
are lrlwer tl~ati in Si!veman's propm- 
d. Park and Planning ofir inls hnvt. 
no1 yet determined how many wits 
could he prnduced under h ~ s  plan. 

Hased on incornc levels and low- 
cost housing program reqtzi rcments, 
man!, residents do not qualirv for the 
cheaper MPDU renfs. 

"\i%y are we plaviny game that 
we even have afidaMe hntlsing at 
d right now?" Courlc ilivorr~ari Nan- 
q M. FI~recn  (D-At large) of Garren 
Wrk asked last week. 

Another problem is pettingdevel- 
n p ~ m  nn hn:ad, rqpmnlly when a 
strong housing market has support- 
ed higher wnts. Thp council's Plan- 
ning- tqousine, and F~nnornic ESeee!- 
oprnpnt Committee Itas h r ~ n  told 
that stme tnm of inccntiw is rime- 
sary to m a k ~  Si l~~~mans  proposal 
work for developers. Incqives could 
i n c l ~ d e  offerirlgtax hreaks nr market- 
mtP tg~~nsily 1 ,  I ~ I I I ~ W  To dm~fnpm (1: 

derwnqing tllc incnrne limit\. 


